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WEATHER

Precipitation was fairly general

with the State receiving from a half to

two inches of moisture. As much as 15

inches of snow was reported over the

Panhandle and the northwestern section.

Temperatures averaged about i0 to 15

degrees below normal.

GENERAL

Most of the storm was west of a line

from Imperial to North Platte to Ainsworth

with winds 40-60 mph. As of today nearly

all roads are open except for a few back-
roads or trails.

LIVESTOCK

Cattle losses from wind and snow

haven't been determined yet, but some

cattle losses are almost certain. It

will be some time or until the snow

melts before an accurate assessment can

be made by farmers. The spring storm was

especially bad because it struck in the

middle of the calving season, and loss

of young calves born during the storm is

expected to he high. Following this

storm some calf losses will result from

pneumonia and scours. Many cattle drifted

with the winds, going through fences and

crossing roads. Most cattle are reported
to have been fed.

Pasture and range feed conditions

are reported short in 80% of the counties.

Some cattle have been on stalk fields

all winter and will be coming off shortly
for spring fieldwork.

Week Ending 3/31/75

CROPS

Nebraska farmers and ranchers main

activities this past week were caring for

livestock, readying machinery for spring

fleldwork, and applying some fertilizer

where possible. So far, spring fieldwork

has been delayed by the recent snow storms,

high winds, or other climatic conditions.

According to the county agents, only an

average of 1.5 days were suitable for

fieldwork during our survey period.

Topsoil moisture supplies were short

in 45%, adequate in 49% and surplus in 6%

of the counties reporting as of last

Friday. Subsoil moisture is reported short

in 90% of counties. Additional moisture

is needed for wheat and pastures in most

areas. Fertilizer for spring crops is

reported to be adequate in nearly 80% of
counties.

Winter wheat is in mostly poor to

fair condition across the State. Some

wheat fields in the western part of the

State took a severe beating from the high

winds, and farmers will not be able to

assess the damage until they are able to

inspect their fields. Wheat losses will

be appraised as requests are made to the

local ASCS offices. Disaster payments

will be made through the local ASCS office

where eligible after July i. Other areas

of the State reported spotty stands be-

cause of lack of moisture last fall and

during the winter. Farmers are considering

planting spring wheat, oats and other small

grains in a number of counties.

Alfalfa and wild hay are both in

mostly fair condition, with 4% reported in

excellent condition for wild hay.

Susar beet ground preparation is under

way where possible and some are already
seeded.
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